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Friday, February 24, 2017
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Maucker Union
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Friday, February 24, 2017
7:30-8 a.m. Registration and Refreshments  
Emcee – Gwen Berry, UNI’s Chief Diversity Ocer
7:55-8:05 a.m. End to Violence Rappers and Dancers, Dr. Shuaib Meacham
8:05-8:10 a.m. Special – Hey Black Child, Oration & National Black Anthem, 
UNI student Marcus Jackson
8:10-8:20 a.m. Greeting by UNI Provost Jim Wohlpart 
Welcome by College of Education Dean Gaetane Jean-Marie
8:20-8:25 Introduction of Speaker- e Honorable Quentin Hart, Mayor, 
City of Waterloo
8:25-9:05 a.m. Keynote Speaker Rasheed Cromwell, esq. Director, e Harbor 
Institute
9:05-9:25 a.m. Responses to the Keynote Presentation 
Dr. Gaetane Jean-Marie, Dean, College of Education, UNI 
Dr. Carlos Grant, Principal, Washington High School, Cedar 
Rapids 
Dr. Dwight C. Watson, Provost and Vice President for Academic 
and Student    
9:25-9:40 a.m.          Break
9:40-10:40 a.m.           Large Group Session A – Creating a Trauma Informed Approach 
to Address Violence in African American Families presented by 
Bob Tyson and Rose Loggins
   (ese two events are simultaneous)
            Large Group Session B – Youth Keynote Speaker Marshaundus 
Robinson, Pastor, Corinthian Baptist Church, Waterloo
*10:45-11:45 a.m.          *Breakout Session I  (see breakout sessions)
11:45 a.m.-12:50 p.m.       Lunch is available in Ballroom Lobby
**1:00-2:00  p.m.              **Breakout Session II (see breakout sessions)
2:10- 3:50  p.m.             Special Community Forum – Dr. eodora Pinnock, MD and 
Practicing Pediatrician Making A Dierence in Positive Alterna-
tives for Students Who Pose Attention Decit Challenges- More 
than Medication!
3:50- 4:00 p.m.             CEUs, Diversity Certicates, Conference Participation Certi-
cates, Turn In conference evaluations
    *Door Prizes given away every hour!    
Conference Agenda
EARNING CREDIT
is training meets the criteria for the Iowa Board of Social Work for 6 hours of continuing 
education for Feb 24th. A nonrefundable $10.00 charge will be required of the participant 
that is wanting Social Work CEUs for processing costs. Checks will need to be made sepa-
rately to the UNI Department of Social Work with date and name of event in check memo. 
Participants wanting social work CEUs will sign in with Jenny Becker the morning of the 
conference at the registration area and can turn in the check at that time. Participants will 
need to check out with Jenny Becker at the end of the day at the registration area to obtain 
the certicate. Questions about the social work CEUs can be directed towards Jenny Becker 
at jennifer.becker@uni.eduor 319-273-7881.
Earn one unit of UNI undergraduate or graduate credit! Visit the following website for 
more information:  http://www.vpaf.uni.edu/aac/
• *CONTROL YOUR RESPONSE….CONTROL 
YOUR FUTURE!  Scott Mackey, regional 
manager of operations, Michigan. Mr. 
Mackey will discuss problems of the media’s 
depiction of black men and the negative eect 
it has on black men. He will also provide 
possible solutions for combating the media’s 
misrepresentation.
• HOW TO DEFEAT MURPHY’S LAW WHEN 
YOU TEACH!  Dr. David Brown, president 
EDpiphany Consulting. is session will teach 
practical strategies you can use immediately in 
your class to connect with the teen brain while 
building a responsive classroom. Participants 
will take away research-based strategies that 
motivate black students through divergent 
thinking, synectics, randomness, and 
storytelling like you’ve never seen before.
• *BECOMING A CHILDREN’S AUTHOR, 
Dr. Tiany Flowers, Children’s Author and 
Assistant Professor of Education at Georgia 
State University.
• *WEST AFRICAN DRUMMING 
PRESENTATION by Andrea Alert, community 
outreach coordinator, UNI Community Music 
School. Ms. Alert will demonstrate the basics 
of West African drumming and discuss how 
this type of music is used in West African 
culture.
• STRUGGLERS’ BREAKTHROUGH: BRIDGING 
THE GAP BETWEEN HOME AND SCHOOL, 
eodora Jn Baptiste. is session is for 
parents, students and educators caught up 
in the struggles of bridging the gap between 
home and school. It specically addresses ways 
in which parents can work along with teachers 
and administrators to embrace their roles as a 
support system in the process of their child’s 
learning. 
• ROPES IN THE KITCHEN, Joshalyn Johnson, 
mother, grandmother, author and part-time 
publicist. For those interested in learning how 
to capture those important memoirs that live 
long aer some family members are no longer 
living, this session is designed especially for 
you. Joshalyn will share collection of vignettes 
of a rich oral history documented by her 
family. 
• *USING STORYTELLING TO STRENGTHEN 
FAMILY TIES AND BONDS by Dr. Raouf 
Mama, internationally known and award 
winning storyteller. Dr. Mama’s style of 
presentation blends stories with poetry, music 
and dance.
• HOW TO DEAL WITH FAMILIES WHO SEEM 
TO STRUGGLE WITH POVERTY AND SELF-
SUFFICIENCY, Rev. Robert L. Holmes, Pastor, 
Mount Moriah Missionary Baptist Church, 
Waterloo, Iowa. is session will focus on the 
impact of poverty on the lives of children and 
families and some of the ways that the church 
may assist in times of need.
• THE BLACK CHURCH, HOPE FOR BLACK 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES, Rev. omas Flint, 
Pastor, Payne A.M.E. Church, Waterloo, Iowa. 
Rev. Flint will share with participants the value 
of the church as the foundation of the family 
and as a way of support for the betterment of 
their lives. 
• DIVERSITY IN PARENT EDUCATION AND 
HOME VISITATION, Stephanie Shavers, 
Parents as Teachers program manager, 
Operation reshold and Patrick Osaka, 
parent educator, Operation reshold.
• ALLOWED ENTRY WITHOUT THE 
CODE: FINDING WAYS TO MEASURE 
IMMEASURABLE DATA, Priscilla Culp, Title 
One interventionist, Iowa City School District, 
and Kingsley Botchway, equity director of 
the Iowa City Community School District. 
e presenters will expound upon the topics 
of equity vs. equality, cultural competence, 
implicit bias, and dis-proportionality with 
discipline and student achievement.
• *VALUE OF INCORPORATING NONVERBAL 
COMMUNICATION THROUGH DANCE IN THE 
CULTURE AND EXPERIENCES OF AFRICAN 
AMERICAN CHILDREN AND FAMILIES, Dr. 
Valpordeal Sanders, associate owner & sr. 
communication specialist, Sanders, LLC, 
Upper Iowa University adjunct faculty
• CREATING A TRAUMA INFORMED 
APPROACH TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE IN 
AFRICAN AMERICAN FAMILIES, Rose 
Loggins, MSW, University of Northern Iowa, 
Seeds of Hope domestic violence advocate and 
Robert Tyson, MA, School Administration, 
University of Northern Iowa, Seeds of Hope 
violence prevention advocate, and Access to 
Justice coordinator for Waypoint Services and 
the Iowa Accountability Program.
Breakout SessionsSpecial Guest Presenters CONFERENCE SPONSORS:
President’s Oce: 
Mark Nook, President
Executive Vice President and Provost’s Oce: 
Dr. Jim Wohlpart
Dr. Gaetane Jean-Marie, Dean,  
UNI College of Education
Dr. Brenda Bass, Dean,  
UNI College of Social and Behavioral Sciences
Chief Diversity Ocer, Gwenne Berry, UNI
Rod Library, UNI
Continuing Education, UNI
United Healthcare Community Plan
SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Dr. Gloria Kirkland Holmes, Conference  
Coordinator, UNI
Gwen Berry, Chief Diversity Ocer, UNI
Dr. Charles McNulty, Associate Supt. for  
Educational Services, Waterloo Schools
Maxine Davis, Director, Instructional Resources 
Technology Services, UNI
Dr. Shuaib Meacham, Dept. of Curriculum and 
Instruction, UNI
Mary Stichter, Dept. of Teaching, UNI
Dr. Beverly Smith, Associate Supt. for Human 
Resources and Equity, Waterloo Schools
Dr. Charletta Sudduth, Director, Early Childhood 
Education, Waterloo Schools
Angela Weekley, Veridian Credit Union,  
Community Inclusion Manager
Kelli McCarthy, Events Coordinator, UNI
Jess Betts, University Relations, UNI
Amelia Holden-McMurray, University Relations, 
UNI
Rachel Kleven, Conference Web Designer – UNI
Mindy Noble, IRTS, UNI
Derrick Holmes, Banneker Clocks
Eastside Ministerial Alliance
Michele Feltes
(* Indicates sessions appropriate for youth attendees)
Keynote speaker, Rasheed Ali Cromwell, Esq. is one of the leading university and college 
keynote speakers. Cromwell serves as co-chair of the International Committee Stop the 
Violence for Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, which he is a member. He has a very special and 
informative message on “Black Lives Matter.”
Community Forum speaker, Dr. eodora Phea Pinnock, M.D., has vast knowledge and 
experiences, locally, nationally and internationally about the eects of health and human 
services designed for delivery to low-income and disadvantaged children and families. 
Pre-Conference keynote speaker, Iheoma Iruka, Ph.D., is the Director of Research and 
Evaluation at the Buett Early Childhood Institute at the University of Nebraska. Dr. Iruka’s 
research focuses on determining how early experiences impact poor and ethnic minority 
children’s learning and development (ages 0-8); and the role of the family and education 
environments and systems in this process.
Dr. Carlos Grant, Principal, Washington High School, Cedar Rapids, Iowa has more than 
15 years of experience in the education eld. Dr. Grant’s presentation will aim to present 
guidance towards how we assure access to high school experiences that support each student’s 
postsecondary plan with passion. 
Dr. Amber N. Robinson is a passionate and committed leader who has devoted her life’s work 
to providing professional development on high quality, equitable learning experiences for 
ALL through culturally responsive pedagogy. Dr. Robinson serves as the Director of Special 
Programming for the Iowa City Community School District.
Bea Lewis, Author and CEO of BEAHIVE Consulting, LLC, is a retired educator with a 
Master’s Degree in Education Leadership and 36 years of experience. She began her career as 
an exceptional education teacher, then a middle school administrator and nally the hearing 
ocer for Duval County Public Schools in Jacksonville, Fla.
Dr. Raouf Mama is a Connecticut master teaching artist, a faculty row super professor, and a 
distinguished English professor at Eastern Connecticut State University. He is also an award-
winning storyteller of international renown, blending stories with poetry, music and dance.
Shawn Hurt, a nationally recognized school turnaround agent, became a principal of 
Academy of Lathrup Village in Southeld, Mich., in 2008, and was asked to take his knowledge 
and leadership skills to Discovery Arts and Technology Academy in 2010. He has been a 
turnaround specialist since 2010, and has educated over 4,200 students during his career.  
Dr. Dwight C. Watson, former Dean of UNI’s College of Education and current Provost and 
Vice President for Academic and Student Aairs at Southwest Minnesota State University, joins 
us this year as lead facilitator of panel discussion, Can White Teachers teach Black Males, Yes 
You Can! We would like to thank Dr. Watson for being instrumental in providing the support 
and leadership for the origin of the Conference on African American Children and Families. 
David Harris is director of intercollegiate athletics at the University of Northern Iowa. He came 
to UNI aer serving as senior associate athletic director at Iowa State University. In that role, 
Harris served as the sports administrator for football, men’s basketball and wrestling and also 
has oversight responsibilities for student-athlete development, compliance, athletic training, 
and strength and conditioning.
Youth speaker, Rev. Marshaundus L. Robinson, pastor of the Corinthian Missionary Baptist 
Church of Waterloo, Iowa. Pastor Robinson’s passion to help youth nd their God-given 
purpose in life provides a colorful backdrop for his strong message of support representing this 
year’s Conference theme: “Imagine the Impact: Creating a Caring Community through Vision, 
Voice and Victory!” 
Dr. Tiany A. Flowers is our visiting guest author at this year’s 10th Annual African American 
Read-In and the Conference on African American Children and Families.
Does your child need health insurance?  Healthy and Well Kids in Iowa (hawk-i) offers free or 
low-cost health insurance for children under 19 years old. The hawk-i program covers doctor 
visits, immunizations, hospital care, eye exams and glasses, prescription drugs, routine dental 
and much more. A family of four making $71,000 may be eligible for hawk-i. To find out if your 
children qualify, go to www.hawk-i.org. You can even complete the application online.  
As one of the participating hawk-i health plans, UnitedHealthcare offers children the very best 
health care coverage. Call the hawk-i program today to learn more! 1-800-257-8563. 
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